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NEWSLETTER #4

Educatlon for Sustainable Development

www.unece.org/ env/ esd

In the spotlight:

e Future ESD implementation
frameworks
e Assessing the impact of ESD

Dear Colleagues,

How to assess the effectiveness of Education for
Sustainable Development? - A question that many
members of the Steering Committee appear to face.
As a follow-up to the eighth Steering Committee
meeting, we circulate a selection of relevant studies
in this newsletter, and warmly invite you to share
further relevant work on this topic with us and the
Committee.

The newsletter moreover summarizes the outcomes
of the regional consultation meeting on the follow
up of the UN Decade of ESD and outlines the next
step towards implementing the UNECE Strategy for
ESD beyond its third implementation phase.

Best wishes,

UNECE Secretariat for ESD

Contact:

UNECE Strategy for ESD
Simone Hofner
Environment Division
Palais des Nations

CH - 1211 Geneva 10
Tel.: +41 (0) 2291 7 3268
Email: esd@unece.org

www.unece.org/env/esd

5/2013
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Future ESD implementation
frameworks

Promoting education for sustainable
development in the UNECE region beyond
implementation phase III

With a view to the third implementation phase of
the UNECE Strategy for ESD coming to an end in two
years, the Committee re-affirmed its decision to
continue implementing the Strategy beyond 2015.
The Committee decided to
develop a future
implementation
framework to this end.

The Committee agreed that
the proposed
implementation

framework should include
the  following  topics:

common vision;
governance body;
priorities; financing; and
timeframe. It was

underscored that the priority action areas of

implementation phase III should continue to be at
the core of the UNECE ESD work. The
implementation framework should be closely linked
to the post-Decade ESD programme framework that
UNESCO is currently developing. In particular, the
reporting requirements should be closely aligned.

During the discussion, the following issues were
found to be particularly important to the drafting
process of the future implementation framework:

. social, economic and political changes of the
last decade and their impact on ESD

. a re-affirmed, shared vision on ESD

. the outcomes of all major relevant events

. considering to invite additional Ministries to
take part in the ESD process

. the role of information and communication

technologies to effectively address non-
formal and informal learning

. strengthened cooperation with the European
Union
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The Committee requested that the 2015 national
implementation reporting be carried out already in
2014 so that the results would be available for
feeding into a post 2015 framework.

In addition, the Committee agreed that a High Level
Segment of Education and Environment Ministries
should be held at the next Environment for Europe
(EfE) Conference.

Towards a global post UN Decade
-— —y framework

In its 190th session, the
Executive Board  of
: UNESCO expressed “its
we  + = == preference for a
-8 e, programme framework
EELL Tma as follow-up to the
United Nations Decade of
Education for
Sustainable Development
after 2014”. The Board
requested the Director-
, General “to develop, in
consultation with Member States, and in
collaboration with relevant stakeholders, the
proposal for a programme framework”.

=

Moreover, the Rio+20 conference outcome
document, The Future We Want, states that
countries “resolve to promote education for
sustainable development and to integrate
sustainable development more actively into
education beyond the United Nations Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development.”

Against this background, UNESCO, as the lead
agency for the Decade, launched a process to define
priorities and action areas for future work in ESD.

UNESCO to this end organized consultation
meetings in all five UN regions and sent out country
questionnaires. The regional consultation meeting
for the European and North American region was
held back to back with the Steering Committee
meeting and identified key challenges and
successful initiatives of the UN Decade for ESD as
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well as discussed priority action areas for a future
implementation framework.

The outcomes of these consultations inform the
drafting of a post-Decade programme framework.
That framework, which is expected to highlight key
priority action areas, is expected to be submitted to
the Executive Board of UNESCO and the 37th
UNESCO General Conference in autumn 2013 for its
consideration and subsequent transmission to the
UN General Assembly.

Key challenges

During the consultation meeting for the European
and North American region, the following key
challenges were identified by Member States and
observers in implementing education for
sustainable development during the the UN Decade
for ESD (DESD):

(a) Strategizing ESD: It was pointed out that ESD

is not always sufficiently understood nor
connected to wider discourses in education or
economic development and that its place in
international affairs need to be further clarified.
Connecting ESD advocacy to the language of
other stakeholders can be challenging. One
example given was that ESD has not properly
reacted to the trend towards large-scale
assessments such as PISA. The need for solid
longitudinal impact assessment on ESD was also
mentioned in this regard.

(b) From projects to structural integration: While a
multitude of activities is implemented, the
structural integration of ESD appears to remain a
challenge. The need for overaching frameworks to
complement and support the many bottom up
activities was highlighted. Moreover, in some
countries, it was pointed out, there is little
cooperation between grassroots organizations and
policy makers. It was mentioned that grassroots
organizations are not always sufficiently visible.

(c) National coordination: It was pointed out that in
many cases, ESD is being implemented through one
Ministry. Some countries felt there is a need to
extend the remit of this agenda and connect it with
multiple Ministries. It was recognised, however,

aulliSdl .

that coordinating across Ministries was a challenge.
In addition, countries with a decentralized
education system found it difficult to develop a
national ESD vision and coordinate efforts in
support of this vision. Lack of coordination also
makes it difficult to report on the implementation of
the ESD.

(d) Resourcing: The lack of dedicated resources
(financial, staffing, etc.) remains as an obstacle to
ESD  implementation according to  many
participants. Steps taken to increase awareness of
the relevance of this agenda to national and regional
priorities may address this situation.

Successful initiatives

The following types of initiatives were identified in
the debate as particularly successful and proposed
for scaling-up in a post-2014 ESD framework:

. Work at the policy level, such
as the recently adopted Thilisi
Communique.

ESD school plans, eg. in
Estonia, Finland and Cyprus.
Programmes linking ESD and

735 .

R S economic development:
Challenging the Crisis, Ireland.
. Formal commitments and actions of higher

education institutions, e.g. Higher Education
Sustainability Initiative launched at Rio+20
as well as the Copernicus Alliance Rio+20
Higher Education Treaty; which brings
together Universities across Europe to
embed ESD into the core of the Higher
Education system.

. Facilitating ESD implementation through
networks e.g. ENSI, or at the sub-regional
level, e.g. the Central Asian Working Group
for ESD, or at the local level through Regional
Centres of Expertise on ESD.

. Establishing inter-departmental working
groups on ESD and infusing ESD across all

the governmental departments, e.g. in
Canada.
o UNESCO Chairs on ESD, eg. in Greece,

Germany, and Armenia.
. Capacity building programmes for educators
and policy makers, e.g. carried out by the
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Mediterranean Information  Office for
Environment and Sustainability Sustainable
Futures Leadership Academy or through the
Sustainability and Education Academy in
partnership with York University and
Learning for a Sustainable Future in Canada.

. Using ICT tools to make materials and
resources easily available, e.g. in the
Netherlands and the Young Masters
Programme in Sweden; in the UK
government  funded  project  Quality
Assurance in ESD Project.

. Vocational Education Sector has made
inroads in infusing ESD especially in Spain
and France.

. Strengthening Educator Competences for

ESD, e.g. the UNECE ESD Competences
framework which has been well received and
has already been adopted by institutions
across Europe.

Key priority areas for ESD post 2014
Participants underscored that ESD implementation
post 2014 must be concrete and tangible and focus
on action on the ground. Consequently, there was
strong support for identifying a limited set of
priority action areas, while at the same time
providing a platform for all stakeholders active in
ESD. Further general comments included the need
to fully reflect non-formal education.

The following action areas emerged as priorities for
ESD activities after 2014:

(a) Policy level work: ESD must be integrated into
education and sustainable development policies and
the link must be made between ESD and other
relevant processes, such as with the UNECE
environmental conventions; processes related to
disaster risk reduction and biodiversity as well as
the post 2015 Development Agenda. At the national
level, policy links with economic and wider social
policy are also important.

(b) ESD whole institutional approaches: Whole of
institutional approaches (integration of ESD into
content and methodology of education, into
campus/building management, into how the school
life is organized, and facilitation of school-

community interaction) were recognized as a
vehicle to achieve holistic and structural
implementation of ESD in formal, vocational and
higher education and to facilitate a link between
formal and non-formal education.

(c) Teacher education: Teachers, or, more broadly,
educators, are key drivers of change in the process
towards integrating ESD into education. Their
capacities must be strengthened through ESD in
pre-service and in-service teacher education and
other forms which support teacher development of
non-formal and informal educators.

(d) Networks: It was highlighted that considerable
potential remains in strengthening cooperation and
creating synergies by means of networks at various
levels. Multi-stakeholder networks are particularly
promising in this regard. Networks are important in
promoting social innovation for ESD.

(e) Effective monitoring and evaluation: Developing
capacity for reflective monitoring as well as long
term evaluation of ESD is critical. In particular
impact assessment was found to be crucial to
sustain support and drive ESD implementation. A
sound evidence base is important for making the
case for ESD.

Preparations for the World Conference on
Education for Sustainable Development

The ESD World Conference is planned to be held
from 10 to 12 November 2014, Aichi-Nagoya, Japan,
with associated stakeholder meetings from 4 to 8
November in Okayama, Japan. The Conference is
expected to mark the end of the DESD but also to set
the stage for the future of ESD.

The Conference will feature a high-level segment,
parallel workshops as well as side events and
exhibitions.
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Assessing the impact of ESD
implementation

Measuring
knowledge,
attitudes and
behaviours
towards
sustainable
development:
two exploratory
studies

iisd=
Measuring Knowledge, Attitudes and
Behaviours towards Sustainable

Development: Two Exploratory
Studies

Alex C. Michalos et al.; Social Indicators Research;
February 2011, Volume 100, Issue 3, pp 391-413.

This study identifies the assessment of changes in
behaviour - as an outcome of the integration of
sustainable development concepts and values into
the learning process - as a key challenge of the UN
Decade for ESD. It posits that such changes can be
best measured at the local and national level and
that in order to do so, baselines of current
knowledge, attitudes and choices need to be
established. The work was initiated in 2007 to
better understand the current levels of awareness
and understanding of sustainable development
among Manitoban adults and youth.

The study presents results of two exploratory
surveys taken in the province of Manitoba, Canada,
between January and March 2008. A random
sample of 506 adults completed a questionnaire
designed to measure respondents’ knowledge,
attitudes and behaviours concerning the basic
themes of the UN Decade. In the same period, a
convenience sample of 294 students in grades 6-12
in four schools was surveyed based on a simplified
version of the same questionnaire. By gathering
baseline data, the study contributes to establishing
a monitoring framework to assess changes in levels
of understanding and behaviours. The gathered
information is vital to better assess the

effectiveness of efforts underway during the
Decade.

The study is accessible online:
http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/measuring knowled

e sd.pdf

Concerning sustainable development
among tenth grade students in Manitoba

Alex C. Michalos et al.; Social Indicators Research
April 2012, Volume 106, Issue 2, pp 213-238.

This study presents progress on the development of
standardized measures of tenth grade students’
knowledge, attitudes and behaviours concerning
sustainable development. The study draws on the
conceptualisation of sustainable development by
UNESCO as the lead agency for the UN Decade for
Education for Sustainable Development. The re-
search was structured according to the following
two objectives:

(a) Using standardized measures, to establish a
baseline of the knowledge, attitudes and
behaviours of Manitoban tenth grade stu-
dents towards sustainable development.
With such a baseline in place, the Manitoba
Department of Education could monitor ev-
idence of changes in the knowledge, atti-
tudes and behaviours among students that
might be correlated to current investments
in education for sustainable development.

(b) To provide the measures to other jurisdic-
tions in Canada and internationally that
might be seeking to set similar baselines
and/or monitor progress on ESD efforts.

The study is accessible online:
http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2011/measuring knowled,

e sd tenth grade mb.pdf
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Education for Sustainable Development in
Canadian faculties of education

Council of Ministers of Education, Canada 2012

This report presents the results of exploratory
research with Canadian faculties of education which
aimed at gaining a better understanding of how
they are incorporating ESD into their pre-service
programs, research, and other activities. Key finding
of the report include:

. There is modest but promising progress
toward reorienting teacher Education to
address education for sustainable
development

. The contribution of the DESD in helping early
adopters within faculties to create a
legitimate space for ESD debate and action
across their faculties is an important one

. There is divergence between individual and
institutional responses, in which ESD
adoption is still primarily an individual
faculty member commitment rather than a
faculty-wide response

. Drivers and enablers, barriers and challenges
noted through this study are consistent with
international research into reorienting
teacher education, in particular the
Guidelines and Recommendations for
Reorienting Teacher Education to Address
Sustainability (McKeown and Hopkins 2005)

. Relationship between faculties of education
and ministries and departments of education:
The study reinforces the need to examine
more carefully how  ministries and
departments of education and faculties of
education can align mutual interests and
mandates for ESD.

The full report is accessible online:
http://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications
/JAttachments/279/ESD_Dean_reportEN.pdf
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COPERNICUS Alliance Ideas – by Dr. Jana Dlouha, Charles University of Prague



COPERNICUS ideas – HE transformation agenda

The HE system has to be transformed – it is inevitable as it is growing in terms of quantitative features (number of students, disciplines etc.). This growth is unsustainable and there were already some crises that are associated with financial crisis quite closely – graduates from these numerous university programs are unemployed in some countries, the economic systems cannot absorb them and make use of their expertise. This rather radical social change (that would probably lead to a transition of some basic functions in society) is demonstrated for CR in Fig.1 – but are our societies prepared for that? The number of HE students is still growing, as could be seen from Fig. 2.

Traditional disciplinary oriented study programs cannot persist within this new conception of knowledge society – under circumstances when wellbeing of the society is perceived as dependent on the “knowledge”, and the aim is to make majority of the society “knowledgeable”, then the “knowledge” itself has to be transformed. It cannot be the old, on a kind of exclusiveness based model of knowledge for intellectual (and later also economic and social) elites. The knowledge itself has to undergo substantial changes and would have to incorporate to a greater extent experiential, lay and also possibly other types of knowledge, and involve different modes of communicating this knowledge within the society (within the processes of generation AND distribution). In this respect, sustainability oriented HE can contribute a great deal: not only expertise for improving human condition from environmental and social point of view will be still more needed, but also because in this field exist relatively profound experience or ambition to substantially change these knowledge communication patterns, and start a dialogue with society that makes use of different types of knowledge etc.

The plan for COPERNICUS activities is to challenge the model of “knowledge society” with the view of alternative modes of knowledge that should be first developed and tested, reflected upon, and then incorporated into mainstream system in order to prevent its collapse. This continuous challenging could occur in the field of pure reflection (research), but also on policy level – in discussion with EU educational policy makers.

Figure 1 Population according reached level of education, Czech Republic (Source: Czech Statistic Office) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Figure 2. Index of Tertiary Education Students (ISCED 5 and 6), trends, 2000-2009

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Index of Tertiary Education Students (ISCED 5 and 6), trends, 2000-2009





Primary	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	83	80.400000000000006	53.1	44.6	33.1	23	17.600000000000001	Secondary without GCSE	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	9.8000000000000007	7.7	28.8	32.4	35.4	38	33	Secondary with GCSE	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	5.0999999999999996	9	13.6	17.100000000000001	22.9	28.4	31.2	Higher	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	0.9	2.2000000000000002	3.4	5	7.2	8.9	12.5	Without education	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	0.30000000000000032	0.30000000000000032	0.30000000000000032	0.30000000000000032	0.30000000000000032	0.4	0.5	No data	1950	1961	1970	1980	1991	2001	2011	0.9	0.4	0.8	0.60000000000000064	1.1000000000000001	1.3	5.2	







image1.png

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100

80

00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02
01 05 07 05 07 1 07 1

04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08
09 01 03 09 01 03 05 09 01 03 05 07 09 01 03 05 07 09 O 05 07 09 01 03 05 07 ﬁ

03 03






image2.png

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100

(o]
00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08
N N NC N7 NO nM NY NAC N7 NO nM NY NC NI NO N N NC 0T NO nM NY NC NI NO nM N NAC N7 NO nM NY NAC N7 NO

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100






image3.png

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100

vi Vo Vg Vi VJ

v VJ

vJ

V7

v/

v vJ

vJ

V7

v/

v Va2

vJ

v/

v/

vi

vJ

vJ

V7

v/

v Va2

vJ

V7

Vs

vi

vJ

vJ

V7

v/

LT

LU

HU

MT

NL

AT

PL

(o]
00 02 04 06 08
M N N N NG

00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08
nMonr N AT NG M N N N NN N NT N NN N AT NO M M N N NG MM N NE T NG

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100






image4.png

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100

89 o5 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 08 _ 00 02 04 06 08 00 02 04 06 081 00 02 04 06 08
01 03 05 07 0O 01 03 05 07 09 01 03 05 07 09O 01 03 05 07 0O 01 03 05 07 09O 01 03 05 07 49 01 0 05 07 O

2000=100

EU-27

BE

BG

DK

DE

[0}

240
220
200
180
160
140
120
100
80






s2109360
Cross-Out


+

New! CA officially acknowledged as an observer of the
Steering Committee of the UNECE Strategy for ESD

We are delighted to announce that CA has officially been
acknowledged as an observer of the Steering Committee of
the UNECE Strategy for ESD. CA is now on the list of
continuous observers through which it will receive all
information about the registration and participation in the
UNECE ESD process.

CA will also participate in a UNECE online thematic working
group on teacher education and sustainability. The aim is to
support the implementation of the UNECE ESD priority action
areas by collecting and making relevant resources available to
the Committee and identifying resource gaps.

This is an exceptional opportunity for CA to be better
positioned to inform and influence international policy
developments, and aligned to CA commitments made in the
period 2012-13.

For more information about UNECE ESD activities, please find
attached to this email the UNECE ESD Strategy for Education
for Sustainable Development Newsletter no.4.

Check out the new Rio+20 Treaty on Higher Education
Website!

We are pleased to announce that the new website for the
Rio+20 Treaty on Higher Education is now live

(http://hetreatyrio20.com/).

The Rio+20 Treaty is an initiative led by CA which was
launched at the UN Rio+20 Summit and presents the collective
vision of higher education networks, groups and institutions
that are seeking to build more sustainable futures.

The Treaty’s website provides information about the Treaty
process, recent developments and commitments made by
over 80 signatories. If you would like to become a signatory,
please download the form from the website and send it to us

at: office@copernicus-alliance.org.

The CA/UNU IAS (RCE) Side Event at the GUNi 6th
International Conference on Higher Education (Barcelona, 13
May 2013) was a success!

As part of our commitment to influence international
dialogues, CA in partnership with UNU IAS (RCE) co-organised
a side event on the 13th of May during the GUNi Conference
in Barcelona. The event, entitled “The Rio+20 Sustainability
Treaty on Higher Education: Engaging communities of learning
in change for sustainability”, sought

e to share innovative approaches and practices which
contribute to the implementation of the HE Treaty
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e contributions for a UNU IAS/CA publication which will be
launched at the end of the year

The event brought together over 40 delegates from different
countries across the world who shared their insight,
challenges and successes in engaging learning communities in
change for sustainability. Over fifteen contributions were
selected and presented in the four different thematic panels:
(i) whole-institutional approaches to sustainability; (ii) social
responsibility; (iii) learning for sustainable development; and,
(iv) community engagement. These contributions will form
part of a UNU IAS/CA publication which is currently being
developed.

The photos of the event are now available at the CA website.

If you could not attend the event but would like to feature in
the UNU IAS/CA publication, please contact us to discuss

your contribution at: office@copernicus-alliance.org.

CA informal meeting for members organised during the
GUNi Conference (Barcelona, 13 May 2013)

CA organised an informal meeting for members, which took
place on the evening of the 13th May over dinner in
Barcelona. The meeting was attended by six CA members,
including: Charles University Environment Center, CRUE-
CADEP, Leuphana University, London South Bank University,
University of Gloucestershire and University of Pais Vasco.

The aim of the meeting was to provide an informal space for
members to meet, share CA developments and progress as
well as to discuss future network activities.

After the meeting, Jana Dlouhd, from Charles University,
worked on a brief agenda of ideas that you can find attached
to this email. Your comments are most welcome. You can

send then to us at: office@copernicus-alliance.org.

CA invited at the 7th World Environmental Education
Congress (WEEC) in Marrakesh (9-14 June 2013)

The 7th WEEC has recently taken place in Marrakesh,
Morocco, from 9 to 14 June 2013. For the first time, a WEEC
was held in a country with an Arab - Muslim culture; and for
the first time a theme (the relation between city and
countryside in search of harmony) was the object of great
transversal attention across all the thematic areas.

CA was invited at this international conference to present
network activities and initiatives. Prof Daniella Tilbury,
President of CA, represented CA and presented its Rio+20
Treaty on HE at the following sessions and side events:

e Moderator at the UNESCO Side Event on ESD “Preparing
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for the Future of Education for Sustainable Development”
(11 June 2013)

e Event facilitator of the MIO-ECSDE Side Event “Embedding
ESD in Higher Education Systems: Quality Matters” (12
June 2013)

e Keynote Speaker at the WEEC Plenary Session 3 “Diversity
of Perspectives on Environmental Education: A dialogue
between current knowledge and disciplines” (13 June
2013)

For more information about the 6th WEEC, please visit the
Conference website.

CA Membership Renewal

We would like to remind you that the CA membership for
2013 is up for renewal. In 2013, CA is providing opportunities
to: inform global dialogues and international events on HE for
sustainability; engage in networking and joint bidding with
European higher education institutions; participate at the CA
Conference at the end of the year; and contribute to
international publications.

In the following weeks, Mr Mario Diethart, from the University
of Graz (Austria), will send you an invoice to renew your
membership. We would kindly appreciate it if you could
process the payment as soon as possible.

If you have any questions regarding membership renewal or
network activities, please do not hesitate to contact us at:

office@copernicus-alliance.org.

Update from London South Bank University (LSBU, UK), by
David Clemson

Please click here to view an exciting piece of work developed
by LSBU MSc International Business students taking the
module on Sustainable Development & Global Citizenship. This
authentic piece is also part of a social enterprise project and
students have set a target of 100,000 views!

Update from Nottingham Trent University, by Tim Cooper

Nottingham Trent University is to host a new research centre,
UK INDEMAND, in partnership with the universities of
Cambridge, Leeds and Bath. The centre is now advertising for
3 Research Fellow posts and and 3 PhD Studentships.

Research Fellowships (deadline for applications, 23 June

2013):

Research Fellow in Product Lifetimes - to increase knowledge
and understanding of key factors influencing product longevity
in the UK.
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Research Fellow in Sustainability, Value and Depreciation - to
increase knowledge and understanding of how the value of
products changes over time, in markets and in people’s
perceptions.

Research Fellow in Product Life Extension - to increase
knowledge and understanding of people’s willingness and
ability to maintain, repair and upgrade products.

Please click here for further information about the posts.

PhD Studentships (Deadline for applications, 8 July 2013):

Proposals should address one or more of the following topics:

- Consumer preferences and market demand for premium
quality products

- The relationship between price and quality

- How and why products depreciate in value over time

- The growth of ‘discount retailers’ and the affordability of
quality

- Business models and systems of provision for repair and
reuse

- Economic implications of increased product lifetimes -
Challenging passive product-user relationships through make-
it-yourself, upcycling and repair through networked

learning
- Community based social innovation such as repair
cafes - Design for upgradability and/or adaptability

- Trade-offs between durability and recyclability
- Use and reuse through collaborative consumption

Please click here for further information and a link to the
application form.

Events

4+ World Student Environmental Summit (16-20 September
2013, Leuphana University, Germany)

The 6th World Student Environmental Summit (WSES) 2013
will be hosted at Leuphana University Luneburg, Germany.
Students from more than 40 different countries with different
cultural and academic backgrounds will come to Lineburg
during 16-20 September 2013 to discuss urgent sustainability
challenges.

In 2008, students of the Doshisha University in Kyoto
organized the first WSES in Japan in the run-up to the G8-
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Summit. Since then the World Student Environmental Network
(WSEN) organizes the WSES each year at a different country:
Japan (2008), Canada (2009), Germany (2010), Sweden (2011),
and Switzerland (2012).

The next WSES 2013 calls for Universities acting for
sustainability! The aim is to connect and empower students to
create long-term sustainability projects in their home
countries.

Please visit the WSEN website for more information about this
Summit.

Publications and resources

+ Searching for Resilience in Sustainable Development:
Learning Journeys in Conservation — John Blewitt and
Daniella Tilbury

This new publication examines ways in which resilience may
be created within the web of ecological, socio-economic and
cultural systems that make up the world in. The authors
embark upon a learning journey exploring both robust and
fragile systems and asking questions of groups and individuals
actively involved in building or maintaining resilience.

This book is ideal for students and researchers working in the
fields of conservation, sustainable development, education,
systems thinking and development studies. It will also be of
great interest to NGOs and government officers whose
interests and responsibilities focus on conserving or
reconstructing biodiversity and system resilience.

If you would like to pre-order a copy, please click here.

+ New German-speaking publication on Sustainability in Higher
Education

Please click here to download the new German speaking
publication on Sustainability in Higher Education which
identifies key ideas for embedding and implementing
sustainability at the core of higher education institutions. The
publication is the second and updated edition published by
the German Commission for UNESCO. Cases from our
members from Austria, Germany and Switzerland are included
in the publication as well as a section on CA.

4+ The Spanish Journal on Sustainable Development, YAMU, is
now available online

The second edition of the Spanish Journal on Sustainable
Development (YAMU) is now available online. The journal is
published by the University of Extremadura and its UNESCO
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Chair in Sustainable Development (CUDSUEX). It aims at
promoting reflection and dialogue on areas related to
sustainable development, environment and cultural
singularity.

If you would like to contribute to the next editions, please
send your articles, notes, reviews or other information to
Rocio Jabois Ramirez: taouma@unex.es.
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